8/S6/69 


Beer ^cha (ce, Borne bei, Schoener, Eoch, feasterwald), 

foday I went to the Archives* having writ tea * ohnaon first and da telling , 
^ i ^ rest ia tte cartrid € e sna comparison pi etures sad telliig dim I’d *snt to exsmine 
“GS .FBI negatives saa tbs prints. I hsv© dad ay own hsagapa oa IPresier sM bis 
©vi denes and testimony, I have saver bees satisfied by the testimony and it with bis 
exhibits together, without the technical knowledge you teak to it. I’ve bad in mind going 
bse)p since Dick described tbs pasted-up negatives. I got to thinking about your exper- 
ience with the photoengraving screen and taat impelled as to let other things so pad 
cheek this out* 

and Johnson ere both Mghi. You are right, you got prints with the 
screen in them, ^e Is right, they did not photograph the pafee for you. They did use 
the negatives they have. 

They do not have say FBI negatives . then he told me tala, 1 asked to see 
those negatives Dick eais.U did not then see them, being with Simeons in the next 
room when Dick look® ; at them.) i asked " ohnson. the source of the negatives, and he 
told m they had been sad® for the SosEalasion by the Govertsaent Printing Office. Once 
I saw the negatives, I didn’t eves take time to examine them, with my engravers leas that 
rJxad with se (I think it souls have frightened i okas on if I had anyway), 

The only negatives they have ere the offset negativsc, those from which 
the plates used in printing the book were made. The offset camera builds the screen in 
^iea it takes the picture. "it is that simple. They printed your prints from thee® 
negatives, without doubt. But they printed only the exhibits, not the type that wee 
adeed for purposes of the bo'k. otherwise, you’d have seen how th® negatives with 
the exhibit numbers end page numbers were added* 

However, I didn’t 1st it rest here* I was explicit with •‘ohason ia 
insisting they ess the FBI for the negatives for the Archives. 1 invoked the CJArk 
executive order, the correspondence Paul get setting policy end the executive sessions 
ell to show the t it ms the Sosai salon* s intent lea sad th® Departments that every hit 
of evidence that did not require withholding be ijj the Archives. I seked him to eak 
tne FBI for them end I told him I’d p ut this in writing, as I shall as soon as I can. 

I sssde clear this was not original evidence and that it was now not possible to check 
for simple error, st#. 


Bud wss out of tows, so I couldn’t check with him* I wanted him. to go 
there with me, and I returned to his office afterward and le fttword for him. I expect 
he’ll phono m© tomorrow* However, I sh writing you now, before retiring, so save you the 
possible embarrassment cf a false accusation ia your brief. Also, es I indicated. Bad 
he s agreed to handle certain limited suits for s», if necessary, our objective being bo 
get the materiel, not file suits, He has already written th© Attorney General e very 
kind letter oeying that if I am not supplied a coppls of things ho will file for tee. 

I will ask him to Include this. I think it is better this wey, bedbugs this is an ection 
not against the Archives but against the Iff, which drew up the regulations, prepared 
the guildic.es (or approved team), stipulated public policy, sac hss physical control 
over what I seek, We’ll keep you posted. If hid is unwilling to add this, we*ll be in 
teuea w^th you a mi It you went to add it to your suit, i’ll help in whatever “way i can. 

%stily. 



